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SUBJECT: EXTREMIST PROTESTANT ORGANIZATIONS IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND 

REF: (A) LONDON 937 (B) BELFAST A-3, JAN. 18. 1974 

1. REFTEL A (TRANSMITTED BY BELFAST) POINTED OUT THAT 
ULSTER LOYALISTS' PETITION REJECTING COUNCIL OF IRELAND AND 
NORTHERN IRELAND EXECUTIVE IS LIKELY TO BE DENIED BY WEST- 
MINSTER AND THAT THIS WOULD BE INTERPRETED BY LOYALISTS AS 
JUSTIFICATION TO RESORT TO EXTRA-CONSTITUTIONAL MEASURES IN 
DEFENSE OF THEIR CAUSE. IF LARGE SCALE COMMUNAL VIOLENCE 
IS THUS A POSSIBILITY (REF B) DEPARTMENT REQUIRES UPDATED 
ASSESSMENT OF OBJECTIVES AND CAPABILITIES OF PROTESTANT 
EXTREMIST GROUPS SUCH AS UDA, UVF. UFF, RED HAND COMMANDO, 
ETC. AND THEIR TIES WITH EACH OTHER. SHOULD THESE ORGANI- 
ZATIONS TAKE TO THE STREETS, WHAT WOULD BE THEIR LIKELY 
OBJECTIVE? WOULD THEY RISK CLASHES WITH BRITISH ARMY OR 
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POLICE? OTHER DETAILS OF INTEREST INCLUDE ARMAMENT, ORGAN- 
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IZATION ; AND LEADERSHIP. 

2. WOULD ALSO BE OF INTEREST IF POSTS COULD ASSESS IMPORT 
ANCE OF TIES BETWEEN ILLEGAL ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS THOSE 
MENTIONED ABOVE AND LEGAL SYMBOLS OF PROTESTANT MILITANCY 
LIKE ORANGE ORDER AND VANGUARD. 


3. BELFAST'S REPORTING HAS EXPLAINED THAT VIGOROUS, 

PUBLIC OPPOSITION TO FAULKNER BY CRAIG AND PAISLEY TENDS 
TO KEEP INITIATIVE IN HANDS OF POLITICIANS, RATHER THAN 
PARAMILITARY ELEMENTS. TO THE EXTENT THIS IS TRUE, 

FAULKNER BENEFITS AND LARGE SCALE PROTESTANT VIOLENCE IS 
HELD OFF. IS THERE EVIDENCE OF COLLUSION BETWEEN FAULKNER, 
CRAIG AND PAISLEY? 

4. DEPARTMENT HAS SEEN NO EVIDENCE THAT EXTREMIST PROTEST- 
ANT GROUPS HAVE ATTEMPTED TO INVOLVE US IN ANY WAY. CAN 
POSTS CONFIRM? LASTLY, IS THERE ANY EVIDENCE OF TIES 

TO INTERNATIONAL GROUPS? KISSINGER 
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